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Portuguese 335

Cannibal Brazil

Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture

Quarter offered: TBA

Taught in English.

Meets GEC requirement: Category 5. Arts and Humanities, Section B Analysis of Texts and Works of Art, Sub-section 3: Culture and Ideas.

Dr. Richard A. Gordon

Office: 243 Hagerty Hall

614-292-5719

gordon.397@osu.edu

Office hours: TBA

Class meets: TBA

Course Description: 

This course explores a fundamental topic within Brazilian culture, from colonial times to the present: Cannibalism as cultural practice in both literal and discursive realms. The focus of this course may sound shocking to a U.S. audience. In fact, cannibalism resides at the core of negotiations of identity in Brazil, within various sectors of society and throughout the past 500 years. We will study, for example, the issues of cultural assimilation and transculturation as seen in first hand historiographical accounts from 16th-century Europeans being held captive by the anthropophagous Tupinambá of Brazil. We will complement our examination of indigenous Brazil with recent anthropological treatises on the cultural practice of cannibalism. The course will turn as well to how cannibalism, in a figurative sense, invigorated the politics and culture of 20th-century Brazil: how the Brazilian modernistas embraced the nation’s cannibal heritage in order to come to terms with the influence of avant-guard Europe, how the tropicália movement in the 1960s and 1970s revisited and revived the topic as a means to articulate through various artistic forms a vision of a politically activist and multicultural Brazil, and how cannibalism continues to have currency in Brazil event today. Overall, this course studies the indigenous cultural practice, its representation in literature and culture, and how cannibalism has become, over the centuries, one of the central symbols of Brazilian society.

Course Objectives:

· Through reading assignments, students will be exposed to multiple disciplinary perspectives on the topic of cannibalism in Brazil. 
· Diverse writing assignments will help students to build research, expository, and critical thinking skills. 
· Presentations and peer-reviewing exercises will encourage students to develop in the area of scholarly collaboration. 
· In-class discussions will facilitate the development of analytical and oratorical skills.
Course Texts:

All texts will be on Course Reserve at the Main Library. Texts available online can be accessed by hyperlink in the version of this syllabus posted on the course’s page in Carmen.

Primary Texts:

Written:

· Staden, Hans. The True History of His Captivity. London: George Routledge & Sons, Ltd., 1928 [1557]. [Selections from this out-of-print text available in PDF form on the course’s Carmen web page.]
· Léry, Jean de. History of a voyage to the land of Brazil, otherwise called America : containing the navigation and the remarkable things seen on the sea by the author; the behavior of Villegagnon in that country; the customs and strange ways of life of the American savages; together with the description of various animals, trees, plants, and other singular things completely unknown over here. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992 [1578]. [Available online. Click here to access the text.]

· Montaigne, Michel de. “Of Cannibals.” 1580. [Available online: Click here to access the text.]

· Andrade, Mário de. Macunaíma. Trans. E. A. Goodland. New York: Random House, 1984 [1927].

· Andrade, Oswald de. “Anthropophagous Manifesto.” 1928. [Available online: Click here to access the text.]

Cinematic:
· Andrade, Joaquim Pedro de, dir. Macunaíma. (Brazil, 1969, 95’).

· Pereira dos Santos, Nelson, dir. Como era gostoso o meu francês [How Tasty Was My Little Frenchman] (1971, 84’)

· Pereira, Luís Alberto, dir. Hans Staden. (Brazil, 1999, 92’).

· Arraes, Guel, dir. Caramuru: A Invenção do Brasil [Caramuru: The Invention of Brazil] (2001, 85’)

Secondary Texts:
· Secondary readings (see Bibliography below) not available online will be compiled in a coursepack.

Evaluation:

· Participation: 20%

· Collaboration: 10%

· Presentations: 20%

· Textual Analysis: 20%

· Research Paper: 30%

Attendence:
· Students are expected to come to class on time every day and to stay until the end of class. Unexcused late arrivals and early departures will each count as ½ of an unexcused absence. Since the class meets only twice a week, students will be allowed just two unexcused absences (or “grace days”). After that, your final course grade will be lowered by 2% for each unexcused absence. 

· I understand that sometime you have to or simply want to be absent. Your two “grace days,” then, can be used for any reason (e.g., work, family vacations, long weekends, weddings, graduations, undocumented illness, transportation problems, oversleeping, etc.). Again, your grade will not be lowered by taking one or both of these “grace days.”
· Excused absences must be discussed with the instructor and documented. Examples of excused absences are:

· Legitimate excused absences include the following: participation in a scheduled activity of an official University organization, verifiable confining illness, serious verifiable family emergencies, subpoenas, jury duty, and military service. A note from Student Health Services that indicates, “The patient was not seen here during this period of illness,” is not acceptable. It is the student’s responsibility to notify his/her instructor of any excused absence as far in advance as possible. Documentation for excused absences must be presented as soon as possible. No documentation will be accepted after the last day of regularly scheduled classes. 

Participation: 

On-line participation: Each student will be required to participate in an on-line discussion (on the course’s web page through Carmen) once a week. Guidelines for each of the times that you participate in the on-line discussion of the primary texts assigned for each week: 

· You must contribute: (1) a 100-word minimum analysis (not summary) of a specific aspect of the text (e.g., film or reading); a 100-word minimum response to the analysis of another student.

In-class participation: The in-class participation grade will be based on attendance, and active and appropriate in-class participation. You should come to class prepared to discuss both the primary and the secondary texts assigned.

Collaboration: 

· You will collaborate with each other during the quarter through peer-editing. You will be graded on the quality of your comments on early versions of peers’ Textual Analyses and Research Papers. Each student is responsible for editing 2 Textual Analyses and 2 Research Papers. I will facilitate the exchange of work in class.

Presentations:

· You will give two short presentations (5-10 minutes) during the quarter. 

· The first presentation will be done in pairs early in the quarter, and will be a summary/evaluation of a secondary text (e.g., anthropology, critical theory) on cannibalism to be selected in collaboration with me (see the course’s Bibliography). Through this presentation, you will initiate your research for the class and practice synthesizing specialized academic texts. Additionally, the presentations as a whole have the purpose of exposing the class to a wide variety of texts, some of which members of the group may want to consult for their own research paper. With that in mind, each pair should prepare a brief outline of the talking points of their presentation along with the bibliographic information of the text on which they are presenting. These handouts should be distributed to members of the class.

· The second presentation will be done individually later in the quarter. This presentation will be an explanation of the topic of your Research Paper. It should be brief, informative, and engaging. You should give basic information about the primary text that you are studying, the secondary sources that you have researched, and the argument that you have developed.

Textual Analysis: 

· The first major writing assigment will be a careful analysis of one of the primary texts. This is not a research paper. Rather, it is an articulation of your own interpretation of the text. More specifically, you must develop a focused, coherent argument about the text supported by concrete evidence (and detailed reflection on that evidence) from the text. 

· The topic for the paper, and your thesis, must be approved by me through email or in person.

· The paper should be 5-7 pages, double-spaced, with one-inch margins. 

· Your are responsible for having the paper peer-reviewed at least twice before turning it in to me by email. 

Research Paper: 

· Your final paper will be a research paper. However, the demands of the Textual Analysis still hold: the paper must be built around your own thesis; the research will be done and relflected in the paper as a complement to your argument.

· The topic for the paper, and your thesis, must be approved by me through email or in person. The final paper may be an expanded version of the Textual Analysis.

· The paper should be 8-9 pages, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.

· You must follow the guidelines specified in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition. For example, you should use parenthetical citations and a list of works cited.

· Your are responsible for having the paper peer-reviewed at least twice before turning it in to me by email. 

Disability Statement: 

Any student who feels he/she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it included the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. All cases of suspected plagiarism, in accordance with university rules, will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.

Class Cancellation Policy:

In the unlikely event of class cancellation due to emergency, I will contact you via email and request that a note be placed on the door. 

A note regarding email:

I will contact you occasionally through email, and I will only use OSU email addresses. You will be held responsible for checking your OSU email account regularly throughout the quarter.
CALENDAR

	DATE
	CLASS WORK
	DUE DATES

	Week 1
	
	

	T 
	Screening: Hans Staden
	

	R 
	Primary text reading: Staden 1-42

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	Week 2
	
	

	T 

	Primary text reading: Staden 43-86

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	R 

	Primary text reading: Staden 87-130

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	Week 3
	
	

	T 

	Primary text reading: Staden 131-170

Presentation on secondary sources
	Discuss possible topics for your Texual Analysis with me this week.

	R 

	Primary text reading: Montaigne [all]

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	Week 4
	
	

	T 

	Primary text reading: Andrade, Oswald [all]

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	R 

	Primary text reading: Andrade, Mário 3-43

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	SUN. 

	
	POST TEXTUAL ANALYSIS TO CARMEN SO THAT PEERS CAN EDIT IT FOR YOU.

	Week 5
	
	

	T 

	Primary text reading: Andrade, Mário 44-85

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	R 

	Primary text reading: Andrade, Mário 86-130

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	SUN. 
	
	TURN IN THE FINAL VERSION OF THE TEXTUAL ANALYSIS BY EMAIL TO ME BY MIDNIGHT

	Week 6
	
	

	T 

	Primary text reading: Andrade, Mário 131-169

Presentation on secondary sources
	

	R 

	Screening: Macunaíma
	

	Week 7
	
	

	T 

	Primary text reading: Léry 1-55
	

	R 

	Primary text reading: Léry 56-110
	

	Week 8
	
	

	T 

	Screening: How Tasty Was My Little Frenchman
	

	R

	Primary text reading: Léry 111-165
	

	Week 9
	
	

	T 

	Primary text reading: Léry 166-220
	

	R 

	Primary text reading: Léry 221-276
	

	SUN. 

	
	POST RESEARCH PAPER TO CARMEN SO THAT PEERS CAN EDIT IT FOR YOU.

	Week 10
	
	

	T 

	Presentations (Thirteen students will each give 5-8-minute presentations on their final. If maximum time is used by each student, 1 hour and 45 minutes of class time will be expended.)
	

	R 

	Presentations (Thirteen students will each give 5-8-minute presentations on their final. If maximum time is used by each student, about 1 hour and 35 minutes of class time will be expended. The remaining time will be used for the course evalutation.)
	 

	SUN. 
	
	TURN IN THE FINAL VERSION OF THE RESEARCH PAPER BY EMAIL TO ME BY MIDNIGHT
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